66                THE  COLLECTED WO&KS  OF MAMATMA  GANDHt

and wish that it should perish. From my condition, I can very
well judge that of others. I shall give you the full benefit of my
experience; you may accept what you can. All this after you come.

Blessings from

BAPU

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbkaini Diary, VoL IV

77.   REPLIES TO QUESTIONS
MONTAGU-CHELMSFORD SCHEME
[December, 1918]
In the Hindustan^ a Gujarati daily published  at Bombay, a writer has
addressed the following open questions to Mahatma Gandhi:
(1)    On behalf of Gujarat you sent a monster petition1 to Mr. Montagu
in which you asked for certain rights for India. Does the Montagu-Chelmsford
Scheme fall short of those rights or not?
(2)    If it docs fall short, why is it that you did not attend the special Con-
gress2 to support the demand for granting these rights ?
(3)    If you believe that the Montagu-Ghelmsford Scheme satisfies the
Indian public, why did you not attend the Moderate Conference3 ?
To those questions, Mr. Gandhi has sent the following replies:
(1)    All the rights asked for in the Congress-League Scheme4
arc not conceded in the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme*
(2)    I did not attend the Special Congress, because I had
differences of opinion on certain principles with the leaders and
under such circumstances I thought it improper to place my views
from the Congress platform.   As I did not want to convey even
my dumb acceptance of the matters in dispute, I chose to  re-
main absent,
(3)    Just as I had differences of opinion on principles with the
Extremist leaders, so I had differences with the Moderate leaders
also. And so I thought it proper not to attend their Conference,
too.
Here   I cannot   enter  into   discussion   as   to  what  is my
difference of opinion on the principles, because that is a complicated
* Vide VoL XIII, "Petition to E. S. Montagu", before 13-9-1917,
2 The special session of  the Indian National Congress  held at Bombay
in August-September, 1918, under the presidentship of Syed Hasan Imam
3  Of November, 1918
4 Of 1916